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W e recently talked in worship about Samuel and his call-
ing. One night, Samuel heard the voice of God calling 
his name. Confused at first, Samuel mistook that voice 

to be that of his teacher and guardian, Eli. Only upon replying to 
the voice with, “Here I am, Lord,” did Samuel confidently know who 
was addressing him. Once the young boy stopped to listen, instead of 
running to take action, he then began to understand who wanted his 
attention and help. 

Just a day after preaching that sermon, I had a conversation with a 
reporter from Baptist News Global. He had heard of our Shower Minis-
try and wanted to do a spotlight article on our efforts. I recounted for 
him how the college students had challenged us to dream about new 
ways to help our neighbors. It was through their efforts that grants 
were written, donations were requested, and ground was literally bro-
ken. Now, we have showers and equipment to clean clothes as was first 
envisioned. But that vision has grown with the addition of volunteers 
willing to come and cut hair. Last week, I walked down there to see a 
man receiving a massage treatment from a professional masseuse. This 

Listening
man suffers from sciatic nerve pains and greatly welcomed the help. 
What warmed my heart was the sight of folks who had once reached out 
their hands to us in need now handing out towels or washing the dirty 
clothes of those who had come. 

As I talked to this reporter, it struck me that this congregation, this 
First Family, had acted much like Samuel. In our own way, we heard a 
voice crying out that we needed to address. And when we were ready 
to listen, and then follow, something great in His name took place. 

The calling of Samuel seems like such a simple story. But it has lay-
ers, complexity, and messages of hope for all who read it. Whether it 
is one believer or one congregation, the example of that young boy’s 
devotion has something for us to learn and model. So, on that Sunday 
morning when this text was read, I challenged you as believers to listen 
with your own hearts. But now I ask that you, as a family of faith, listen 
together to hear if we are being called anew. I’d like to think we are 
willing to say, “Here we are, Lord. We are ready.”

~Thomas Quisenberry

Spring Cleaning for the Soul
The Lenten Season is a 

perfect time for “spring 
cleaning for the soul.” Join 
with others to pause and 
consider renewal with God 
– using the weeks of Lent 
to move from wilderness to 
holy ground. Meetings will 
be on Sundays, February 22 
- March 29, 4:30-5:45PM 
in E218. Various leaders 
will facilitate sessions 
using A Clearing Season 

by Sarah Parsons. Books may be ordered through 
Anna in the church office ($14 each) or purchased 
individually. Please indicate your interest by Sunday, 
February 8, by signing up in your Sunday School/Bible 
Study class or by contacting Anna (423.648.2542/ 
anna@fbcchattanooga.org).

We welcome
new members,

Mandy & Sean Pickett 
and family, 

and James Hillis.



The holidays have once again come and gone, and if you’re like me, 
you might still be recovering; or also like me, you might still have some 
Christmas left to complete with that family you couldn’t quite find time 
to visit with. Either way, I know the last thing many of you want to do 
is have your attention drawn right back into the holidays, but that is 
exactly what I am going to do. Too many great things happen in our 
College and Shower Ministries that I do not want to gloss over and miss! 

First our college students, along with the Fusion Bridge class, as-
sisted in making Christmas bags to distribute the last Thursday before 
Christmas to the men, women, and children that come to our Shower 
Ministry each week. In all our group filled approximately forty bags 
with leftover snacks donated by many of you for the college care pack-
ages. Our hope is that these bags provided some food for the homeless 
that we encounter, as well as spread a little bit of Christmas cheer to 
those our church interacts with on a weekly basis. 

On top of that, the Shower Ministry has been especially busy recent-
ly. The ministry has grown significantly, now including opportunities 
to get a haircut and massage every week by students from Chattanoo-
ga State, along with the opportunities to do laundry, take a shower, 
and get out of the cold by getting something warm to drink. Your 
donations of shower supplies, hot chocolate, coffee, snacks, jackets, 
blankets, and other warm clothing are greatly appreciated and are 
directly meeting the needs of those in our community who need it the 
most this winter season. 

Finally, Brenda and Herb Hooper graciously agreed to host our col-
lege Christmas party this year and we had a blast! We had about 15 
students come by throughout the evening. The party consisted of food 
(of course), games, a gift exchange, and opportunities for our students 
to fellowship with one another. This was a great time for our College 
Ministry to get our students together to have fun and celebrate the end 
of the semester. Thank you to Herb and Brenda for hosting our party! 
Our College Ministry appreciates your commitment to our students. 

As you can see, the holidays was a busy time for our College and 
Shower Ministries, but it was a great time for us to spend time as a 
group and impact our community. None of which would have been pos-
sible without your support which we are incredibly grateful for! 

~Adam Tarver

Wrapping up the Holidays

College Group’s Christmas Party

Bridge of Hope (Christian Women’s Job Corps) will begin new class-
es on Monday, February 2. We are looking forward to welcoming a large 
class of women who want to make a change in their lives. We covet your 
prayers for us as we lead, as well as for each lady as she discovers who 
she is and who she can become as she seeks new paths for her life. Most 
of our current applicants are from College Hills Courts. It is our dream 
and prayer that we can change that community one woman at the time!

We are still taking applicants and interviewing women who wish to be 
mentors to our participants. We also need groups (such as your Sunday 
School class) to provide a Monday night meal just before class begins. 
This is a great way to have a first-hand view of this ministry. Thank you 
for contributing to our clothes closet which has a sufficient supply of all 
sizes except for XL and XLL.

If you want to know more about what we do, call 423.535.0291(our 
ministry number) for more information.

~Sylvia Colvin & Jane Everett



Wednesday,  January  28,  2015
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Casserole  Ministry  Team 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Disciple  Now  Leadership  Mtg 7:15PM
Thursday,  January  29,  2015
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  January  30,  2015
Adult  Choir  FesUval  -‐  Charleston 9:00AM
Saturday,  January  31,  2015
Adult  Choir  FesUval  -‐  Charleston
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  February  1,  2015
Adult  Choir  FesUval  -‐  Charleston
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship  -‐  Communion   11:00AM
Dogwood  CommiXee 12:15PM
Youth  Super  Bowl  Party 6:00PM
Monday,  February  2,  2015
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  February  3,  2015
Hearts  &  Hands  Mission  Group 9:30AM
First  Tuesday  Book  Group   6:00PM
Wednesday,  February  4,  2015
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team  Mtg 7:15PM
Thursday,  February  5,  2015
Investment  CommiXee 9:30AM
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
First  Friends  Luncheon 11:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  February  6,  2015
Parents'  Night  Out 6:00PM
Saturday,  February  7,  2015
Dogwood  Workday 9:00AM
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  February  8,  2015
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  February  9,  2015
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  February  10,  2015
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 11:00AM
Wednesday,  February  11,  2015
First  Friends  Council  MeeUng 11:00AM
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
House  &  Grounds  CommiXee 7:15PM

On the Calendar
Jan./Feb. 2015

It was a sunny, but cold, 
Friday morning on January 16 
when First Baptist volunteers 
and others gathered at the 600 
block of Snow Street in North 
Chattanooga near the Publix 
grocery. The surprise for us was 
that Habitat has two houses under 
construction on that block. Our 
task for the day was to paint the 
ceiling and walls inside the house 
at 627. The other house will be 
the 250th house to be built by 
Habitat of Greater Chattanooga 
since 1986! Our crew included 
Annette, Ben, Doug, Hattie, 
Helen, Linda and Willard. Within 
six hours and more than ten 
gallons of paint, we primed and 
applied the first coat. Roy, our 
house manager for the day, was 
surprised and pleased by our 
contribution.   ~Ben Gross

Habitat for
Humanity

The Casserole Ministry Team will meet Wednesday, 
January 28, at 5:00PM in the Fellowship Hall Side-
room. If you are interested in being a part of this team 
that provides food for church families during major life 
events (death, hospitalization, birth, etc.), please pick 
up your supper and come join us. Contact Jane Everett 
with any questions.

Casserole Ministry Team to Meet

Heart and Hands Mission Group will meet 
on Tuesday, February 3, at 9:30AM in E211. 
The prayer group will meet first.  Then Lynn 
Strong will lead the program on local missions 
at 11:00AM. Mission action is an offering for 
the Children’s Advocacy Center. Those attend-
ing may bring a sack lunch and stay for fellow-
ship. All are welcome!

Offerings for Global and International Mis-
sions will close on February 1. If you have not 
given to these offerings to further missions 
around the world, please consider doing so 
now. The Global Missions Offering of the Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) provides 
support for field personnel in the US and 19 
other countries. The Lottie Moon Christmas 
offering of the Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC) likewise equips their missionaries which 
are international.

Hunger ministries are a focus of Global Mis-
sions this year as one of every eight people in 
the world are hungry. Members have a special 

offering envelope in January to give to this ef-
fort. CBF partners with state CBF organizations 
in many states of the US where hunger is a prob-
lem. Just as Jesus could feed the 5,000 with a 
few loaves and two fish, CBF can combine small 
gifts to help where the need is greatest.

Our church will soon get a first-hand report 
from CBF field personnel. Josh and Caroline 
Smith from South Africa will be visiting our 
church in early February. The mission team 
from our church going to South Africa this 
summer will be partnering with the Smiths in 
their work.

Eric and Andrea Haney, with their three chil-
dren, have recently been appointed the first 
Southern Baptist missionaries to Sweden. They 
will be working with a network of church plant-
ers. Both are singers and song writers who will 
also be performing in public, for festivals, etc. 
They have already connected with musicians 
and other artists in Stockholm and are using 
their music as an opening to share the gospel.

Upcoming Mission Events
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Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
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 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  1/11/2015   ATTENDANCE  FOR  1/18/2015  
244   Worship         241   Worship  
   11   Worship  Care             11   Worship  Care  
255   WORSHIP  TOTAL      252   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
253   Sunday  School        291   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  1/11/15   $  21,243.00  
Other  receipts  on  1/11/15   590.50  
   Total  for  week  as  of  1/11/15   $  21,833.50  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  1/18/15   $  15,418.33  
Other  receipts  on  1/18/15   1,768.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  1/18/15   $  17,186.33  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

Jan.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $315,357.79  
Jan.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $344,404.66  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    29,046.87)  
   As  of  1/22/15  

Fun in Children’s Choir


